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N
ASTT’s 2014 No-Dig Show was 
hugely successful and I was thrilled 
for the opportunity to serve in my 
second year as the NASTT Chair 

at the conference. The show’s success is 
centered on our volunteers that pour their hearts 
into making NASTT’s annual No-Dig Show the 
premier trenchless technology conference in 
North America. Our volunteers include the Board 
of Directors, Program Committee Members, 
Session Leaders, Moderators and Student 
Members. They work hard all year and onsite to 
ensure a valuable, educational and entertaining 
conference for everyone in attendance.  

Coordinating and supporting our large 
cast of volunteers is the NASTT staff, Mike 
Willmets, Michelle Hill and Jenna Hale. These 
individuals truly go above and beyond the call 
of duty to ensure that the members of NASTT 
have the best experience possible. Thank you 
for your hard work! 

The Gaylord Palms Hotel and Convention 
Center in Orlando, Fla., proved to be a fantastic 
location for NASTT’s 2014 No-Dig Show. The site 
was beautiful and conducive to networking and 
learning during the many conference events held 
around the property. This year we had record-
breaking attendance for our North American No-
Dig Show with more than 1,800 attendees onsite 
over the course of five days for pre- and post-
courses, meetings, networking events, technical 
paper sessions and exhibit hall hours.

The conference featured 160 non-commercial, 
technical paper sessions on 
various trenchless topics along 

with a CIPP Forum, which was a unique panel 
discussion of industry experts that focused on 
the history of CIPP, CIPP technologies available 
today, industry standards and cost value benefits. 
The Forum was lively and informative. There was 
truly something for everyone in the trenchless 
industry to learn in this year’s technical sessions.

We were once again able to offer 
scholarships through NASTT’s No-Dig Show 
Municipal & Public Utility Scholarship Award. 
More than 125 municipal and utility employees 
from all over North America were awarded full 
conference registration, while 100 of them 
were also offered hotel accommodations at 
the Gaylord Palms. This scholarship award was 
created to provide education and training for 
North American municipalities, government 
agencies and utility owners who have limited or 
no travel funds due to economic challenges. 
With this scholarship program, recipients are 
able to attend technical sessions and visit the 
exhibit hall to learn about the latest in trenchless 
products and services and network with nearly 
2,000 other trenchless professionals. This 
program is a benefit not only to the recipients, 
but to the contractors, consultants, engineering 
firms and vendors that are able to meet with 
them to discuss future projects.

I hope you were able to join us for the 13th 
annual Educational Fund Auction and Reception 
where this year’s theme was Pirates of the 
Caribbean. A very popular activity in conjunction 
with the auction is the Vacation Raffle generously 
sponsored by Vermeer. This year’s raffle winner 
received a $5,000 Dream Vacation to the 

Caribbean. This year’s auction set a new record, 
raising about $128,000 for NASTT’s education 
initiatives. I’d like to take this opportunity to 
recognize this year’s Auction Chair, Brian Avon 
of Golder Associates, Inc., and Vice Chair, Cindy 
Preuss of HydroScience for their hard work, along 
with the rest of the Auction Committee. These 
funds enable us to sponsor students’ attendance 
at NASTT’s No-Dig Shows, award scholarships, 
publish trenchless resources and provide 
targeted training courses to the membership at-
large. Thank you for your generosity! 

Each year we recognize the recipient of the 
NASTT Chair’s Award for Lifetime Service. The 
recipient of this award is an individual that has 
provided both NASTT and the industry with 
meritorious service during the period of their 
career. This year, I was honored to present this 
award to Chris Brahler of TT Technologies. Chris 
has been active in the underground construction 
industry for 30 years. He has been a big supporter 
of NASTT and the No-Dig Show, serving on the 
Board of Directors and as its Chair for two years, 
as well as serving on the Program Committee for 
many, many years. Chris is extremely deserving 
of NASTT’s Chair’s Award for Lifetime Service as 
he truly embodies everything the award is about. 
Thank you for your years of service, Chris!

As we look forward to the rest of an exciting 
year here at NASTT, we have already begun 
planning for next year’s show. We’ll be heading 
to the Colorado Convention Center in Denver, 
March 15-19, 2015. I hope you’ll make plans to 
join us for our Silver Anniversary as we celebrate 
25 years of NASTT!

Derek Potvin
NASTT Chair
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Our trenchless professionals may not have hair 
down to their knees, but they sure can come together 
and talk trenchless. 

NASTT is pleased to host three different panel 
discussions in 2014. In January, we brought together 
a star-studded panel of experts to discuss trenchless 
trends in the gas industry at UCT in Houston, Texas. 
Our members discussed the current state-of-the-art 
advantages and latest trends of trenchless technology 
for pressure piping while covering design, planning, 
construction, materials, equipment, inspection and 
maintenance. We’d like to thank George Ragula, 
distribution technology manager, Public Service 
Electric & Gas; Rob Kodadek, senior project manager, 

EDUCATION
UPDATE

Michelle Hill
NASTT Communications 
& Training Manager
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COME TOGETHER

ULC Robotics; Collins Orton, product 
specialist and California regional sales 
manager, TT Technologies; Dennis J. 
Doherty, P.E., national practice leader 
of trenchless technologies, Haley & 
Aldrich; and Dennis Walsh, senior project 
manager, Woodard & Curran for their 
expertise and volunteer efforts. 

Our second panel of trenchless rockers 
performed in April at NASTT’s 2014 No-Dig 
Show. Experts in the cured-in-place pipe 
field came together to form the CIPP Forum 
as one of the 160 sessions at the Orlando 
conference. This unique track reviewed 
the history of CIPP, the technologies 
available today, industry standards and 
the cost-value benefits. Thank you Ian 
Doherty, president, Trenchless Design 
Engineering Ltd.; Ed Kampbell, president, 
Rehabilitation Resource Solutions; Gerry 
Muenchmeyer, principal, Muenchmeyer 
Associates LLC; Lynn Osborn, vice 
president of engineering technology, 
Insituform Technologies Inc.; Kaleel 
Rahaim, business manager, Interplastic 
Corp.; John Schroeder, conveyance 
market leader, CDM Smith; and Jim 
Shelton, program director, Malcolm Pirnie/
Arcadis for participating in this unique 

educational event. I would also like to 
offer a special thank you to Larry Kiest Jr., 
president, LMK Technologies for creating 
and moderating the panel. 

Finally, we are working on our third panel 
of the year which will be on Tuesday, Aug. 
19 from 2 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. in conjunction 
with AWPA’s Congress in Toronto, Ontario. 
Kamran Sarrami, senior engineer at Toronto 
Water; Frank A. Badinski, asset inspection 
coordinator, The Regional Municipality of 
York; and Kevin Bainbridge, practice leader 
– infrastructure management, Robinson 
Consultants Inc. will form the “Trenchless 
in Toronto” session. They will discuss the 
use of various trenchless technologies 
involving projects in the greater Toronto 
metropolitan area and cover trenchless 
case studies, challenges, lessons 
learned, advantages and benefits using 
trenchless technology from a user and 
owner perspective. If you are planning on 
attending APWA’s Congress, make sure to 
sit in on this session.

That’s right. Our volunteers are good 
lookin’ and contrary to what the Beatles 
say, they aren’t hard to see. You can 
always find fine volunteers like this on our 
website at nastt.org.





NASTT’s Trenchless Today 
(NTT): Going back prior to the 
start of your career, can you tell 
us about how you first became 
interested in the construction 
industry?

George Ragula: As a young 
mechanical engineer, I became 
involved with construction and 
destruction from a design and 
planning perspective. I certainly 
had the destruction piece down 
pat from my childhood days. I 
always enjoyed field work and 

being “hands-on,” so the construction industry became a natural 
progression or destination for me. I also liked the responsibilities 
associated with making field decisions under pressure due to 
field changes. Lastly, I learned early on that people working in the 
construction industry really pull together as a team for a variety of 
reasons and you can always count on them to stand up to their word 
on a hand shake.

NTT: When did your involvement in trenchless methods begin?

Ragula: My interest in trenchless perked back in 1987 as a result of 
some of the ISTT activities happening back then appearing in various 
publications. Trenchless construction was an unfamiliar catchy 
phrase, almost like an oxymoron that quickly aroused my curiosity, 
so I immersed myself in learning more about what it meant and how 
it could benefit my industry. Eventually, this led to my joining NASTT in 
1991…on April Fools’ Day as Mike Willmets always likes to remind me! 
I started out in vacuum technology which was less-dig compared with 
no-dig, migrated to piercing tools – a very unique application working 
in the heavily congested streets of NYC and – and then expanded to 
HDD, CCTV, pipe splitting and liners.

NTT: Briefly, can you summarize your current responsibilities at Public 
Service Electric & Gas? 

Ragula: RDD&D is the simple acronym that summarizes my 
responsibilities: research, design, development and deployment. 
I manage, direct, plan, coordinate and implement cutting edge 
technologies that increase efficiency and effectiveness of operations 
through my direct involvement with various gas industry R&D activities. 
My extensive and varied experience in gas distribution engineering, 
operations, construction and management provides support to our 
field operations in a wide variety of field disciplines. My activities range 
from working on the development of new leak detection equipment 
and its repair, to robotics for inspecting, maintaining and repairing gas 
facilities – all with the flavor of trenchless in mind.

NTT: Your career has focused on the trenchless aspects of gas 
distribution unlike some of your NASTT colleagues who are involved 
more in the water/wastewater sector. Do you see that as a testament 

to the many applications of trenchless technology?

Ragula: I always say “you get out of it what you put into it” and there is 
no question that I have reaped the benefits of trenchless construction 
through my active participation and involvement with NASTT. My 
NASTT participation has also allowed me to see technologies first-
hand in use in other industries that we have eventually modified 
and adapted for natural gas applications through our R&D process. 
Interaction with my peers in other sectors has given me tremendous 
insight into where the gas industry should be headed into the future 
from a construction and technology perspective. That has allowed me 
to “walk the talk” in trenchless.

NTT: Tell us about the growth you’ve seen in the association over the 
years.

Ragula: At this time and under its current leadership, NASTT is like 
a well-oiled machine. Membership continues to increase and the 
technical program is #1 in the world from both a quantity and quality 
perspective. In my opinion, NASTT membership provides a lot of 
value and the recent expansion of NASTT staff has led to improved 
communications, increased use of electronic media, expanded 
training offerings and the implementation of new ideas – the carbon 
calculator for example, as part of our continuous improvement 
journey. We are extremely fortunate to have such energetic and 
dedicated staff.

NTT: What accomplishments were you most proud of during your time 
as Chair of NASTT?

Ragula: A major accomplishment was the revamping and updating 
of the entire financial/accounting/auditing process, including 
implementing various appropriate checks and balances, under the 
hard and relentless work performed by Mike Willmets. The expansion 
of our training programs into webinar offerings was a great success 
and long overdue. The strategic alliance partnerships we initiated 
and developed with APWA and AGA were particularly rewarding in an 
effort to get more owner involvement from other industries to expand 
our education outreach activities, which has led to many trenchless 
training opportunities. I’m particularly proud of the successful 
collaborative effort with the natural gas industry on the development of 
the carbon calculator and being part of its implementation even today. 

NTT: How do you think NASTT’s No-Dig Show has grown in advancing 
its educational outreach?

Ragula: Since we have refreshed, updated and expanded our entire 
training approach, I’m happy to say training is booming. We’ve also 
been very successful in expanding our training programs to the 
gas industry and municipality sector. Our scholarship program for 
municipal attendees to help defray costs for attending a No-Dig Show 
offers a unique way to educate owners who may have never been 
exposed to trenchless. I always call the owners the center hub of 
the NASTT wheel, since they are a critical element to our success. 
I believe our successful and comprehensive involvement with the 
student community also sets us apart from many other technical 
organizations. Let’s face it – they ARE the future for our great industry, 
and the sooner we get them involved, the better.

Q&A
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YOU’D BE HARD-PRESSED TO FIND SOMEONE IN THE TRENCHLESS INDUSTRY WHO 
DOESN’T KNOW GEORGE RAGULA. A LONG-TIME MEMBER AND IMMEDIATE PAST 
CHAIR, GEORGE IS TRULY ONE TO OFFER A FIRST-HAND PERSPECTIVE ON THE 
GROWTH OF THE ASSOCIATION AND THE INDUSTRY

George Ragula





For this month’s In the Trenches, we decided to add a Canadian flavour to the summer issue as we 
reached out to Ben Côté and Jamie Hannam – two professionals who are no strangers to NASTT and 
who have helped advance the trenchless technology market in Canada throughout their careers. Côté, a 
former Board member, and Hannam, a current one, have each had a front row seat to the growth of NASTT 
and how the organization’s continuing initiatives across all sectors have helped to quench the thirst for 
knowledge in the trenchless community. 

By Andrew Farr
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Benoît Côté 
Sanexen 

Ben Côté has been employed with 
Sanexen Environmental Services 
since 1995, but it wasn’t until a 
few years later when he would first 
explore the world of trenchless as 
Sanexen began to design a product 
for water main rehabilitation. Today, 

Sanaexen’s Aqua-Pipe system is recognized industry-wide 
as a trenchless application for water main rehab, and Côté 
has been at the forefront of the product’s development and 
the company’s success.

Côté earned his M.S. from the University of Sherbrooke, 
and after joining Sanexen in the mid-1990s, his role was 
initially in project management. At the time, Sanexen was 
primarily involved in environmental services. According 
to Côté, from Sanexen’s standpoint, there wasn’t a 
huge understanding of the water rehab market let alone 
trenchless technology. But on the water side specifically, 

Sanexen saw the increasing demand for solutions to water 
main deterioration.

“At the time, we really didn’t know anything about the 
[trenchless] industry at all,” he said. “But what we knew 
was that we had clients who wanted a product that could 
rehabilitate water mains. There was not much technology 
out there that you could offer municipalities, engineers and 
utilities, but they were asking for it.” 

Throughout the 1990s, as patents on the cured-in-place 
pipe (CIPP) process for sewer lines expired, CIPP became 
the pipe relining method of choice for the sewer industy, 
and experienced phenomenal market success. Côté said 
this was the time when municipalities were also looking at 
solutions for rehabilitating water mains as well. 

As Côté noted, the Aqua-Pipe system developed by 
Sanexen was essentially inspired by the CIPP process for 
sewer rehab, although slightly different. The Aqua-Pipe liner 
is not a sewer liner, but a woven tube specifically designed 
for water main applications. But essentially, the concept of 
pulling a liner inside a pipe and inflating it is similar.

In the Trenches
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“Because of our environmental background 
at Sanexen, we had a lot of engineers and 
designers who were used to developing 
new and innovative technologies for the 
environmental field,” he said. “So we started 

working with those designers and engineers to develop, 
specifically, a product for [the rehabilitation of] drinking 
water mains. But we sort of got inspired by the CIPP 
process of putting a liner inside of a pipe and inflating it 
and using resins.”

In 2000, Sanexen performed its first demonstration of 
Aqua-Pipe. After a couple more years of improving the 
process, Aqua-Pipe began to gain market acceptance in 
Canada. In 2002, Côté attended his first No-Dig Show with 
Aqua-Pipe, which, according to him, opened the door to 
the full potential of the underground infrastructure market. 
Since 2004, Sanexen has been slowly introducing its Aqua-
Pipe product to the market in the United States.

“The market has grown quite rapidly in Canada, and 
now, it’s starting to show some good promise in the U.S.,” 
Côté said. “But it’s been a very difficult trail and it’s difficult 
to convince civil engineers and municipalities to change 
their ways. When you come to [municipalities] with a new 

product, they are very conservative. You can tell them 
how much it’s going to cost, but when they don’t know 
the risks, they get nervous. So the market is growing 
slowly, but it is growing. 

“I wouldn’t say we were the pioneers of water main 
lining because others had been doing it before us, but 
I think we were the ones to have the first commercial 
success with water main lining.”

Today, Côté continues to manage the development and 
growth of the water main rehabilitation branch of Sanexen. 
He is currently the vice president of the Aqua-Pipe division 
where he works to market and license the technology in 
North America. He has comprehensive expertise in water 
main rehabilitation and NSF certification protocols and is 
also active within the American Water Works Association. 

A member of NASTT since 2001, Côté served on the 
Board of Directors from 2007 to 2012. Since then, he 
has continued to be active in the No-Dig Show Program 
Committee and was instrumental in the creation of 
NASTT’s Carbon Calculator which debuted at the 2014 
No-Dig Show in Orlando. 

“I’m fortunate enough in my job to travel all over the 
world and so I do a lot of trenchless shows,” he said. 
“No-Dig is probably one of the most complete trenchless 
shows in the world. I’m happy to see it grow. What’s nice 
about it, is that the people who are attending the show, are 
those who want to do trenchless or people who are here 
to learn more about it. For me, as a vendor of technology, 
that’s great. The technical content of the conference is a 
very complete program.”
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Ben Côté 
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Jamie Hannam
Halifax Water

From the beginning of his 
involvement with NASTT, Jamie 
Hannam has done quite a bit to 
bring trenchless technology to Nova 
Scotia and the Atlantic Canada 
region both in terms of work being 
done by the Halifax Regional Water 

Commission and also from an educational standpoint.
Initially interested in science in high school, Hannam 

naturally got involved in engineering while at university. 
He graduated from Acadia University with a bachelor’s in 
1983, and then from Technical University of Nova Scotia 
with a bachelor’s in engineering in 1985. He obtained his 
MBA from Dalhousie in 1990 and spent the earlier years 
of his career in municipal government in both Halifax and 
Dartmouth working on a variety of engineering tasks.

In 1994, Hannam began working as chief engineer with 
the Halifax Regional Water Commission, which at the time, 
had a mandate for water infrastructure in the Halifax area. 
During this time, Hannam was in charge of capital projects 
and managing the long-term vision on maintenance of the 
infrastructure. Hannam described the Halifax region – and 
much of Atlantic Canada – as being an area which, at the 

time, had very limited exposure to the trenchless industry, 
specifically the structural rehab market.

“It was within that mandate that we really started doing 
industry scans on some of the new and innovative ways 
to construct, renew, rehab and plan for new infrastructure,” 
Hannam said. “I got exposed to the trenchless world 
specifically through No-Dig and met a lot of contractors and 
consultants at No-Dig who gave me a range of advice. We 
started to build some of the trenchless programs into what 
we do at Halifax Water.”

Over the years, some of those trenchless programs have 
involved large structural rehabilitation projects for water and 
sewer lines. According to Hannam, the limited structural 
rehab market in Atlantic Canada was due in part to the fact 
that the region has a smaller number of large metropolitan 
areas, and therefore, had not been exposed to certain 
construction methods that may be more prevalent on large 
scale infrastructure projects.  

“We were reaching out into the Quebec and Ontario 
markets to try and draw some experience out of those 
municipalities to try and bring back to Halifax, so we were 
certainly a little limited at that time,” he said. 

In 2007, Hannam became the director of engineering and 
information services for Halifax Water – the position he holds 
today. Halifax Water is the first regulated water, wastewater 
and stormwater utility in Canada and also the largest utility 
in Atlantic Canada, serving 350,000. The utility’s system has 
pipelines that were installed as far back as 1856. For the past 
15 years, Halifax has utilized trenchless technologies and 
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“I think there’s a real honest 
commitment in NASTT to 
good, unbiased education 
programs. There’s no 
vendor pushing a particular 
product, it’s just good, honest 
education being pushed off 
to a variety of sectors, and 
that’s been a real strength.”

Jamie Hannam
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NASTT resources as key components 
of their system rehabilitation program. 
Hannam is responsible for water 
and wastewater infrastructure master 
planning, asset management and 
capital project delivery with an annual 
capital budget of $50 million. 

For Hannam, NASTT initially became 
a tool he used in an attempt to diversify 
the collective trenchless knowledge 
of Halifax Water. When he first started 
getting involved with NASTT and 
attending the No-Dig Show, he was 
involved in several discussions which 
led NASTT to believe that it could benefit 
from extending the Great Lakes regional 
chapter to include Atlantic Canada. 
Hannam was asked to become the 
Atlantic Canada representative, a 
role which he graciously accepted 
thus culminating in the current “Great 
Lakes, St. Lawrence and Atlantic” 
regional chapter of NASTT.

As Hannam participated in more No-
Dig Shows and became more active 
in NASTT, he was asked to join the 
NASTT Board of Directors in an effort 
to diversify the Board to include more 
municipal government representation. 

“The win-win for Halifax Water was 
that every time I participated in a 
Board meeting or a No-Dig, I was 
able to strengthen a relationship with 
a consultant or a contractor or an 
industry rep, and further strengthen 
Halifax Water’s knowledge base within 
the trenchless industry,” he said. 

Hannam’s term on the Board of 
Directors will conclude at the end of 
2014, but he said there’s been a real 
consistency, not only in the benefit 
he has experienced from NASTT, but 
also in the many educational programs 
and member benefits the organization 
offers the trenchless community. 

“I think there’s a real honest 
commitment in NASTT to good, 
unbiased education programs,” he 
said. “There’s no vendor pushing 
a particular product, it’s just good, 
honest education being pushed off to 
a variety of sectors, and that’s been a 
real strength. 

“We’ve also worked hard at being 
consistent across contractors, 
consultants and municipalities and not 

staying focused on one sector of the 
industry from a participant perspective. 
We’ve stayed focused across the 
border on both a U.S. and Canadian 
perspective to stay balanced, and 
we’ve worked really hard with a lot of 
leading educational institutions with 
our university participation. We’ve really 
pushed the trenchless experience 

back much earlier into folks’ careers, 
and we’re seeing the ripple effect as 
those students come into the industry, 
already knowledgeable and trained. 
We’re really seeing the net benefits of 
those programs.”

Andrew Farr is the associate editor 
of NASTT’s Trenchless Today.































British Columbia
In February 2014, the British Columbia Chapter held 
a CIPP training program that attracted nearly 70 
attendees. The program was part of the chapter’s 
ongoing training using NASTT-developed courses. 

TOP: Chris Macey teaches a course in the City of Surrey for the British 
Columbia Chapter. 

BOTTOM: NASTT Executive Director Mike Willmets was also on hand 
at the Surrey event to introduce a training course.

Three years ago, the chapter ran four courses (pipe bursting, 
CIPP, HDD and laterals) as a refresher to its target market. Since then, 
the chapter has been offering one course per year. These courses 
are intense and only intended for people involved in the specific 
trenchless areas. For all others, we offer a day-long varied seminar 
that takes place in different areas across the province. Remember, 
British Columbia is 367,700 sq-miles while Washington, Oregon 
and California are 317,000 sq-miles combined, so we have a big 
area but small population. In order to try and cover the majority of 

British Columbia, the chapter has taken the show on 
the road the last four years to three different areas 
of the province. This year we are presenting on 
Subsurface Utility Engineering in Okanagan, BC.

We are a few weeks away from submitting our Carbon protocol to 
the British Columbia government for approval. This will allow local 
governments in British Columbia to gain carbon offsets from their 
trenchless programs and offset against their carbon emissions 
from their day-to-day operations, which local governments have 
agreed to be neutral on since 2012. 

Great Lakes, St. Lawrence & Atlantic
The Great Lakes, St. Lawrence & Atlantic Chapter 
promoted trenchless technology at the ACWWA 
last fall in Fredericktown, New Brunswick. The 
conference provided an opportunity to learn about 
and discuss water and wastewater industry issues 

with peers in both a technical and social atmosphere. For more 
information on GLSLA, upcoming events and training sessions, 
please visit the website at www.glsla.ca.

Mid Atlantic 
MASTT has seminars tentatively planned in late-
June 2014 for Bethesda, Md., and in mid-August 
2014 for Pittsburgh, Pa. Seminar locations and 
dates will be updated as the seminar dates, 
venues and programs are finalized. To participate 

in any MASTT seminars, please go to www.mastt.org for chapter 
contact information and to view the proposed seminar schedule, 
please go to www.mastt.org/proposed_seminar.html. 

Midwest 
The MSTT has a seminar, “Trenchless Technology, 
SSES and Buried Asset Management,” tentatively 
planned for mid-September 2014 in Louisville, Ky. 
Seminar locations and dates will be updated as the 
seminar dates, venues and programs are finalized. 

To participate in any MSTT seminars, please go to www.mstt.org 
for chapter contact information and to view the proposed seminar 
schedule, please go to www.mstt.org/proposed_seminar.html. 

Pacific Northwest 
The Pacific Northwest Chapter continues to strive 
toward its goal of increased educational outreach 
throughout the region. The PNW Chapter is 
tapping into the wealth of knowledge held by 
our diverse membership in order to promote the 

use of trenchless technology. The recently formed PNW Chapter 
Membership Committee is diligently working to develop new single-
day introductory and education seminars that will be conducted by 
local members from Alaska to Idaho. The goal is to publicize the 
breadth of capabilities and advantages made available through 
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trenchless technology and to provide an introduction to our 
organization. For information on the chapter and upcoming events, 
please visit www.pnwnastt.org.

Northwest

All great news in the Northwest! The chapter’s 
2013 Northwest Trenchless Conference in Calgary 
last November was another triumph, with great 
attendance and a fantastic technical program. 
Attendance at the HDD Good Practices course 

at this event was a whopping 71, which topped the list for paid 
courses by NASTT in 2013. The conference itself included 13 
technical presentations, 23 tradeshow exhibitors and received 
170 attendees. Nadeer Lalji, who chaired the conference planning 
committee for the second time, deserves recognition in all his 
efforts to pull together this great event. Thanks as well to everyone 
who assisted on the planning committee!

Congratulations to the City of Edmonton, Michels, and Stantec for 
being awarded the 2013 Northwest Trenchless Project of the Year 
for the Big Lake Offsite Sanitary Gravity Portion (WESS W14) Project! 

Planning for the 2014 Northwest Trenchless Conference is 
underway under the leadership of Alan Miller and Greg Tippett. 

The conference and tradeshow are scheduled for Nov. 13 at the 
Fantasyland Hotel in Edmonton. The Pipe Bursting Good Practices 
Short Course will be held on Nov. 14. The planning committee is 
actively pursuing volunteers for technical presentations. If you’re 
interested in submitting an abstract or learning more about the 
conference, please visit the Northwest Trenchless Conference 
page of our website at www.nastt-nw.com. Conference registration 
will open this summer.

Left to right: Northwest Trenchless Project of the Year Award winners 
for 2013: Albert Kwan (City of Edmonton), Greg Tippett (Stantec), and 
Craig Vandaelle (Michels), with Chapter Chair Alan Miller.
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In other news, on very short notice, Hartley 
Katz of our board of directors coordinated 
the Sewer Lateral Good Practices Course in 
Winnipeg on Feb. 7, 2014. Jason Lueke and 
Ray Sterling were the course instructors and 
attendance was good. Thanks to Hartley for 
his efforts in planning the event, and thanks 
to all who participated.

The Northwest chapter also extends 
a special thanks to Jason Lueke for his 
continued outreach work at the Alberta 
Water and Wastewater Operator’s 
Association annual conference in Banff, 
where he conducted free NASTT short 
courses in March 2013 and 2014. Jason’s 
efforts are a great example of the grassroots 
spirit of our chapter membership.

With recent turnover of some of our 
board, we had a significant number of 
director positions up for election in 2014. 
The Chapter welcomes new directors 
Charles Pullan (City of Calgary), Craig 
Vandaelle (Michels), Ali Bayat (University 
of Alberta), and Ben Campbell (Neptune 

Coring) to the Board. These gentlemen 
are joining veteran directors Alan Miller 
(Associated Engineering), Hartley Katz 
(Stantec), Siri Fernando (City of Edmonton) 
and Keith Moggach (Royal Pipe) on the 
Board in 2014.

Rocky Mountain
The Rocky Mountain 
Chapter held its 4th 
annual regional No-
Dig conference in 
Westminster, Colo., in 

November 2013. The conference provided 
a unique and important opportunity to 
share information, hear from respected 
trenchless practitioners, visit exhibitor 
booths and network with trenchless 
technology professionals actively engaged 
in trenchless pipeline projects in Colorado, 
Utah and Wyoming. For more information 
on upcoming chapter events, please visit 
www.rmnastt.org.

Western
The Western Chapter 
most recently held its 
annual Western Regional 
No-Dig Conference 
and Exhibition on in 

October 2013 in Honolulu, Hawaii. More 
information on the chapter and upcoming 
events can be found on the website at 
www.westt.org.

NASTT’S TReNChLeSS ToDAy 
Wants To hear From you!

If you’re involved with one of NASTT’s nine 
regional chapters, we want to hear about 
all your events and activities. Send write-
ups to associate editor, Andrew Farr at 
afarr@benjaminmedia.com.  
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NASTT has a network of nine regional 
chapters throughout the United States and 
Canada. With a single NASTT membership, 
you’re automatically enrolled in the national 
organization, the international organization 

(ISTT) and also in your regional chapter. Regional chapters 
offer valuable educational and networking opportunities in 
your local area. Share your ideas, network with colleagues 
and find solutions to your everyday challenges. 

British Columbia 
The British Columbia (NASTT-BC) Chapter was 
established in 2005 by members in the province of 
British Columbia, Canada.

Chapter Contact 
David O’Sullivan, Chair
Phone: (604)-580-0446 
E-mail: david@pwtrenchless.com
Website: www.nastt-bc.org 

Elected Officers 
Chair - David O’Sullivan
Vice Chair - Rod Loewen
Secretary - vacant
Treasurer - Kieran Field

Great Lakes, St. Lawrence & Atlantic 
The Great Lakes, St. Lawrence & Atlantic (GLSLA) 
Chapter was established in 1995 and represents 
the Eastern Canadian perspective of the trenchless 

technology marketplace. GLSLA members are from Ontario, Quebec 
and the four Atlantic provinces.

Chapter Contact 
Kevin Bainbridge, Chair
Phone: (905) 304-0080
E-mail: kbainbridge@rcii.com
Website: www.nasttglsl.on.ca

Elected Officers 
Chair - Kevin Bainbridge
Vice Chair - Frank Badinski
Secretary - Gerald Bauer 
Treasurer - Derek Potvin

Mid Atlantic 
The Mid Atlantic (MASTT) Chapter was established 
in 2004 by members from the states of Delaware, 
Maryland, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Virginia, West 

Virginia and the District of Columbia.

Chapter Contact 
Richard Thomasson, Chair 
Phone: (703) 842-5621
E-mail: rthomasson@pirnie.com
Website: www.mastt.org

Elected Officers 
Chair - Richard Thomasson
Vice Chair - Michael Delzingaro
Secretary - Dennis Walsh
Treasurer - Tom Wyatt

Midwest 
The Midwest (MSTT) Chapter was established in 1998 
to promote trenchless technology education and  
development for public benefit in Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, 

Kentucky, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Ohio and Wisconsin.

Chapter Contact 
Jeff Boschert, Chair
Phone: (314) 229-3789
E-mail: jeffboschert@yahoo.com
Website: www.mstt.org

Elected Officers 
Chair - Jeff Boschert
Vice Chair - Larry Kiest, Jr.
Secretary - Randy Fries 
Treasurer - Bill Shook 

Northwest 
The Northwest Chapter was established in 1988 by 
members in the Canadian provinces of Alberta and British 
Columbia, Canada, and in Washington state. In 2009, 

the Chapter adjusted the geographic area to include the members in the 
provinces of Manitoba and Saskatchewan, Canada.

Chapter Contact 
Dan Willems, Chair
E-mail: dwillems@nastt-nw.com
Website: www.nastt-nw.com

Elected Officers 
Chair - Dan Willems
Vice Chair - vacant
Secretary - Mark Brand
Treasurer - Keith Moggach

Pacific Northwest 
The Pacific Northwest Chapter was established in 2009 
by members in the states of Alaska, Idaho, Oregon and 
Washington.

Chapter Contact 
Christopher Price, Chair
Phone: (425)-205-4930

Elected Officers 
Chair - Christopher Price  
Vice Chair - Chris Sivesind 
Secretary - Matthew Pease
Treasurer - Richard Hanford

Rocky Mountain 
The Rocky Mountain Chapter was established in 2009 by 
members in the states of Colorado, Utah and Wyoming.

Chapter Contact 
Al Paquet, Chair
E-mail: al.paquet@ch2m.com
Website: www.rmnastt.org

Elected Officers 
Chair - Al Paquet 
Vice Chair - Bo Botteicher
Secretary - Andrew Lockman
Treasurer - Ken Matthews

Southeast 
The Southeast (SESTT) Chapter was 
established in 2001 to serve the members of 

NASTT from Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, 
North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee and Puerto Rico.

Chapter Contact 
Jerry Trevino, Chair
Phone: (877) 462-6465
E-mail: jerry@mechanicaljobbers.com
Website www.sestt.org 

Elected Officers 
Chair - Jerry Trevino
Vice Chair - Ed Paradis
Secretary - J. Chris Ford
Treasurer - Kelly Derr

Western 
The Western (WESTT) Chapter was established in 2003 
by members from the states of Arizona, California, New 
Mexico, Nevada and Hawaii.

Chapter Contact 
Craig Camp, Chair
Phone: (619) 858-1595
E-mail: craig.camp@hatchmott.com
Website www.westt.org

Elected Officers 
Chair - Craig Camp
Vice Chair - Cindy Preuss 
Secretary - Cory Street
Treasurer - Matt Wallin
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Arizona State University
Tempe, Arizona 
Advisor: Dr. Samuel T. Ariaratnam 
E-mail: samuel.ariaratnam@asu.edu 

Bowling Green State University
Bowling Green, Ohio 
Advisor: Dr. Alan Atalah 
E-mail: aatalah@bgnet.bgsu.edu 

California State Polytechnic University, 
Pomona
Pomona, California
Advisor: Dr. Jinsung Cho
E-mail: jinsungcho@csupomona.edu 

Clemson University
Clemson, South Carolina
Advisor: Dr. Kalyan Piratla
E-mail: kpiratl@clemson.edu

Concordia University 
Montreal, Quebec 
Advisor: Dr. Tarek Zayed
E-mail: zayed@bcee.concordia.ca 

Indiana University - Purdue University 
Indianapolis
Indianapolis, Indiana 
Advisor: Dr. Dae-Hyun (Dan) Koo, P.E.
E-mail: dankoo@iupui.edu

Laval University
Quebec City, Quebec
Advisor: Dr. Geneviève Pelletier, ing.
E-mail: Genevieve.Pelletier@gci.ulaval.ca 

Trenchless Technology Center/
Louisiana Tech University
Ruston, Louisiana 
Advisor: Dr. Erez Allouche 
E-mail: allouche@latech.edu 

McGill University 
Montreal, Quebec 
Advisor: Dr. Mohamad A. Meguid
E-mail: mohamed.meguid@mcgill.ca

Queen’s University 
Kingston, Ontario 
Advisor: Dr. Ian D. Moore 
E-mail: moore@civil.queensu.ca

CUIRE/University of Texas at Arlington
Arlington, Texas
Advisor: Dr. Mo Najafi
E-mail: najafi@uta.edu

Vanderbilt University
Nashville, Tennessee 
Advisor: Dr. Sanjiv Gokhale 
E-mail: s.gokhale@vanderbilt.edu

Virginia Tech University 
Blacksburg, Virginia 
Advisor: Dr. Sunil Sinha 
E-mail: ssinha@vt.edu

University of Alberta
Edmonton, Alberta 
Advisor: Dr. Alieza Bayat
E-mail: abayat@ualberta.ca
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NASTT Student chapters are involved in a number of activities 
throughout the academic year including field trips, seminars and 
fundraisers. Members of student chapters also attend and participate 
in NASTT’s No-Dig Show where they present trenchless research 
posters, participate in competitions and provide event support 

monitoring the technical paper sessions. There are many benefits 
for students who belong to a NASTT student chapter – scholarships, 
networking opportunities, education and career opportunities to 
name a few. To learn more about NASTT’s student chapters, visit 
www.nastt.org/student_chapters.
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July
8
NASTT’s Complimentary Carbon  
Calculator Webinar 
Contact Info:
Vicki Losh
Phone: (330) 467-7588
Email: vlosh@benjaminmedia.com  
Web: www.nastt.org/webinars 

August
19
Trenchless in Toronto 
In conjunction with APWA’s International Public Works 
Congress & Exposition
Metro Toronto Convention Centre 
Toronto, Ontario
Contact Info:
Michelle Hill
Email: mhill@nastt.org
Web: www.apwa.net/Congress

September
10
NASTT’s Complimentary CIPP Webinar 
Contact Info:
Vicki Losh
Phone: (330) 467-7588
Email: vlosh@benjaminmedia.com  
Web: www.nastt.org/webinars 

October
6-7
10th Annual Western Regional No-Dig  
Conference & Exhibition
Location TBA
Albuquerque, New Mexico
Contact Info:
Craig Camp
Email: Craig.Camp@HatchMott.com
Web: www.westt.org

November
6
NASTT’s Complimentary Condition Assessment 
Webinar
Contact Info:
Vicki Losh
Phone: (330) 467-7588
Email: vlosh@benjaminmedia.com  
Web: www.nastt.org/webinars

13
2014 Northwest Trenchless Conference
Fantasyland Hotel 
Edmonton, Alberta
Contact Info:
Alan Miller
Email: millera@ae.ca 
Web: www.nastt-nw.com 

March 15-19, 2015
NASTT’s 2015 No-Dig Show
Colorado Convention Center
Denver, Colorado 

March 20-24, 2016
NASTT’s 2016 No-Dig Show  
Gaylord Texan
Dallas, Texas

April 9-13, 2017
NASTT’s 2017 No-Dig Show 
Gaylord National
Washington, D.C.

September

NASTT Member Directory 
Coming Soon!

This fall, feature your company logo with 
your member listing in the September 
issue of NASTT’s Trenchless Today!

Contact Brittany Maurer to reserve your logo 
placement today!

bmaurer@benjaminmedia.com
440-315-2150

YOUR COMPANY HERE
Your Name
1234 Some St.
City, STATE 00000 USA
111-222-4444
www.yourwebaddress.com
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